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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of the claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claim;; in the 
application; 

1. (currently amended): A method, performed using a computer device, of directing a 
securities trade order to a particular financial market, said method comprising: 

receiving trade execution quality preference information supplied by a user including 
receiving at least a selected two of a plurality of execution quality parameters; 

yeceiving an assigned relative weight value for at least one of said selected execution 
gualitv parameters 

receiving an order for at least one securities trade from said user; 

comparing statistical measures of said at least two selected execution quality parameters 
said u o or auppli e d -E mdo ex e cution qtwl&y^roforonco information to at - tea s t - ono statbtioal 
nioaflure for each of a plurality of market centers to provide a comparis on, said comparison 
nsftiftninp grpfltfsr si gnificance to respective ones of said selected execution quality pa rameters 
having a greater assigned relative weight value than others of said selected e xecution quality 
parameters : and 

routing said order to one of said plurality of market centers as a function of said 
comparison. 

2. (canceled): -Tho m e thod of Claim l - wh e r e in - fla a d - otop of roooiving uoor supplied trado 
oxoouiion - quality profonmoo kriibrmation inoludoo - roc e iving at leant a adopted ono - ePa plurality 
of execution quality paramet e rs . 
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3. (canceled): ¥ho-method of Gte tea- 2 - whar e in -s ai d comparing step includ e s comparing 
statistical moasuros of aaid at looat solootod ono of said oxooution quality param e ters for eaoh -e f 
aaad plurality of mark e t centero ? 

4. (canceled): ¥hometliod of Claim 1 whoroin said atop of - rocoiving udot ouppli e d trad e 
oxocution quality preforonoo information inoludo a: receiving at - l eafl tHa - aoloctod two of a plurality 
of oxooution quality paramet e rs, and roooiving on assignod rolativ o woight valuo for at least oa e 
of said aolootod ex e cution quality - par am e ters ? 

5. (canceled); Tho method of Claim 4 whoroin said comparing atop includ e s i oomporing 
statistioal measures of said at - toaat two ael e ot e d ex e mt -i on quality poiam ete Ffl - for each of sa id 
phgality of maricot cent e rs; said comparis o n assigning groator significance to roopooliv e on e s o f 
said selected oxooution qu ality paramotorG havi n g a gr e at e r aafrigiod - rolauve woight valuo than 
othoro of said sel e ct e d - gKooution qualiti e s. 

6. (original): The method of Claim 1 wherein said comparing step includes selecting a 
respective one of said plurality of market centers having said at least one statistical measure that 
most closely matches said user-supplied trade execution quality preference infoimation. 
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7. (original): The method of Claim 1 wherein said step of receiving trade execution 
quality preference information is carried out concurrently with said step of receiving an order for 
at least one securities trade. 

8. (original): The method of Claim 1 wherein said step of receiving trade execution 
quality preference information precedes said step of receiving an order for at least one securities 
trade. 

9. (original): The method of Claim 1 wherein said step of receiving trade execution 
quality preference information includes receiving said trade execution quality preference 
information via at least one of the Internet, an Intranet, a data network, a telephone network, a 
postal service and a courier service. 

10. (original): The method of Claim 1 wherein said step of receiving an order includes 
receiving said order via at least one of the Internet, an Intranet, a data network, a telephone 
network, a postal service and a courier service. 

1 1 . (original): The method of Claim 1 further comprising: transmitting a selection form 
to said user prior to receiving said trade execution quality preference information. 

12. (original): The method of Claim 1 further comprising: storing said trade execution 
quality preference information. 
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13. (currently amended): The method of Claim 1 wherein gaidn^p- o - f - receiving trade 
execution quality preference infoiroatig tfH neludeg: roooiving at l e ast a - o o lootod two of a plurality 
e£*a*e ention quality - paramet e rs, androooivingr e sp e ot -j w - oasign e d w e ig h t -v aluer for e ao faro£said 
fiolootod oxesution quality paramet e rs; and said method further comprises: combining said 
respective assigned weight values to obtain a total relative weight value, and dividing each of 
said respective assigned relative weight values by said total relative weight value to obtain 
respective relative weight values for each of said selected execution quality parameters. 

14. (original): The method of Claim 13 wherein said comparing step includes: 
determining a plurality of average values, each corresponding to a respective one of said 

selected execution quality parameters, by averaging performance data of each of said selected 
execution quality parameters for each of a plurality of market centers; 

determining a plurality of relative strength values, each corresponding to a respective one 
of said selected execution quality parameters and to a respective one of said plurality of market 
centers, by either dividing said performance data of each of said selected execution quality 
parameters for each of said plurality of market centers by a respective one of said plurality of 
average values corresponding to said respective one of said selected execution quality parameters 
or by dividing said respective one of said plurality of average values corresponding to said 
respective one of said selected execution quality parameters by said performance data of each of 
said selected execution quality parameters for each of said plurality of market centers; 
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determining a plurality of weighted performance values, each corresponding to a 
respective one of said selected execution quality parameters and to a respective one of said 
plurality of market centers, by multiplying each of said plurality of relative strength values by 
corresponding ones of said respective relative weight values; 

determining a plurality of market center score values, each corresponding to a respective 
one of said plurality of market centers, by combining respective ones of said plurality of 
weighted performance values that correspond to said respective one of said plurality of market 
centers; and 

selecting said respective one of said plurality of market centers that corresponds to a 
highest one of said plurality of market center score values. 

15. (currently amended): A method, performed using a computer device, of placing an 
order to trade at least one security, said method comprising: 

providing at least a selected two of a plurality of user-<iefined trade execution quality 
preference information to a broker/dealer, 

providing an relative weight value to at least one of said selected execution quality 
parameters: 

selecting at least one security for trading; and 

transmitting an order for trading said security to a broker/dealer such that said order is 
carried out at a preferred one of a plurality of market centers, said preferred market center being 
selected as a function of a comparison of said user-defined trade execution quality preference 
information with at least one statistical measure for each of said plurality of market centers , said 
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comparison assigning greater significance to respective ones of said selected execution quality 
parameters having a greater assigned relative weight value than others of said selected execution 
quality parameters , 

16. (canceled): Tho motfaodof claim 13 whoroin-said atop of providing trade oxocuuon 
quality preferenc e information inoludoo providing at least a s e l e otod ono of a plurality of 
ox oo ution quality parameters 

17. (canceled): Th e m e thod of claim 13 whoroin said step of providing trade execution 
qaqiriy pr e f e renc e infotroat ie fl inoludoo: - providing at loaot a oolootod - two of a plurality of 
execution quality paF ftffifc Oter ar ^d - providing an r e lativo weight value to at l e ast on e of said 
solootod oxooution quality param e t e rs, 

18. (original): The method of Claim 15 wherein said step of providing trade execution 
quality preference information includes transmitting said trade execution quality preference 
information via at least one of the Internet, an Intranet, a data network, a telephone network, and 
a courier service. 

19* (original): The method of Claim 15 further comprising the step of receiving a 
selection form prior to providing said trade execution quality preference information. 

20. (currently amended): A system for routing orders in financial market comprising: 
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a computer device configured to receive trade execution quality preference information 
supplied by a user and further configured to receive an order for at least one securities trade from 
said user; 

a database configured to store at least one statistical measure for each of a plurality of 
market centers; and 

a processor device, in communication with said computer device and said database, 
configured to compare said us e r - ouppliod trade ex e cution quality preforonoo information to at 
Unr m t nn ft-fi tatisrifinl m fi nfliiTfl ffir -6flft h - of - fiaid plurality of market c e nt e rs statistical measures of at 
least a selected two of a plurality of execution q uality para meters at each of said plurality of 
market centers, the selected two of the plurality of execution quality parameters having assigned 
relative weight values, the processor device being further configured to assign greate r 
significan ce to respective ones of said selected execution quality parameters having a greater 
assigned relative weight value than others of said selected execution quality parameters and 
further configured to route said order to one of said plurality of market centers as a function of 
said comparison. 

2 L (canceled): The syst e m of Claim 20 wherein said trade execution quality pref e r e nc e 
information includes at loaot a s elected on e of a plurality of oxooution quality param eteFSr 

22. (canceled): Th e syst e m of Claim - 2 - l - whoroin said proooasor d e vice is far t h e r 
configured to oomparo statistical - measures of said at loaat soloot e d ono of said execution quality 
param e t e rs for e ach of oaid plufality - of mark e t centers? 
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23, (canceled): -3 Eho system of Claim 20 where i n - said usor - suppliod trade oxoom ien 
quality profor - onoo - information includes: at least a sel e ct e d two of Q r p t uyality - of execution quality 
paramototo> and an assign e d rolativo woight valuator at l e ast on e of said r o ete etcx^oxocution 
quali ty-parameters. 

24. (canceled): Tho system of Claim 23 wherein -s aid processor device is funhor 
configur e d to compar e Gtati& tteri-ffie ai?ur - cQ - Qf - gaid s e l e ct e d exeoutisft-qualitioo at each of said 
plurality of marlcot centers and further configured to assign greater significanoo to go i ipootiv e 
one s of said selected ex e cution qualit y- parameters having a gr e ater aa&i - gfi edHF Olativo w e ight 
valuo than others of said s e l e ct e d e x -e sution quality parameters. 

25, (original): The system of Claim 20 wherein said processor is further configured to 
select a respective one of said plurality of market centers having said at least one statistical 
measure that most closely best matches said trade execution quality preference user-supplied 
trade execution quality preference information. 

26. (original): The system of Claim 20 wherein said computer device receives said trade 
execution quality preference information concurrently with said order for at least one securities 
trade. 
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27. (original): The system of Claim 20 wherein said computer device receives said trade 
execution quality preference information before receiving an order for at least one securities 
trade, 

28. (original); The system of Claim 20 wherein said computer device receives said trade 
execution quality preference information via at least one of the Internet, an Intranet, a data 
network, a telephone network, and a courier service, 

29. (original): The system of Claim 20 wherein said computer device receives said order 
via at least one of the Internet, an Intranet, a data network, a telephone network, and a courier 
service. 

30. (currently amended): The system of Claim 20 wherein said computer device is 
further configured to transmit a selection form to said Use* user prior to receiving said trade 
execution quality preference information. 

3 1 . (currently amended): The system of Claim 20 further comprising a storage medium 
configured to store said user-supplied trade execution quality preference information 

32. (currently amended): The system of Claim 20 wherein said trade execution quality 
preference information includes: ot l e ast a s e lected two of a plurality of ox - oeution quality 
paramotoro, roopcotivo aafiignod woight valuoa for each of said s e l e ct e d ex e cution qu afey 
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param e t e rs, aad respective relative weight values for each of said selected execution quality 
parameters obtained by dividing each of said respective assigned relative weight values by a total 
relative weight value; said total relative weight value being determined by combining said 
respective assigned weight values. 

33. (original): The system of Claim 31 wherein said processor is further configured to: 

determine a plurality of average values, each corresponding to a respective one of said 
selected execution quality parameters, by averaging performance data of each of said selected 
executi on quality parameters for each of a plurality of market centers; 

determine a plurality of relative strength values, each corresponding to a respective one 
of said selected execution quality parameters and to a respective one of said plurality of maiicet 
centers, by either dividing said performance data of each of said selected execution quality 
parameters for each of said plurality of market centers by a respective one of said plurality of 
average values corresponding to said respective one of said selected execution quality parameters 
or by dividing said respective one of said plurality of average values corresponding to said 
respective one of said selected execution quality parameters by said performance data of each of 
said selected execution quality parameters for each of said plurality of market centers; 

determine a plurality of weighted performance values, each corresponding to a respective 
one of said selected execution quality parameters and to a respective one of said plurality of 
market centers, by multiplying each of said plurality of relative strength values by corresponding 
ones of said respective relative weight values; 
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determine a plurality of market center score values, each corresponding to a respective 
one of said plurality of market centers, by combining respective ones of said plurality of 
weighted performance values that correspond to said respective one of said plurality of market 
centers; and 

select said respective one of said plurality of market centers that corresponds to a highest 
one of said plurality of market center score values. 

34. (currently amended): A computerreadable medium comprising instructions for 
directing a securities trade order to a particular financial market, said instructions comprising: 

instructions for receiving at least a selected two of a plurality of trade execution quality 
preference information supplied by a user; 

instructions for receiving an assigned relative weight value for at least one of said 
selected execution quality parameters; 

instructions for receiving an order for at least one securities trade from said u:;er; 

instructions for comparing said tfee? user supplied trade execution quality preference 
information to at least one statistical measure for each of a plurality of market centers to provide 
a comparison, said comparison assigning greater significance to respective ones of said selected 
execution quality parameters having a greater assigned relative weight value than others of said 
selected execution quality parameters: and 

instructions for routing said order to one of said plurality of market centers as a function 
of said comparison. 

12 

31000796 v2 
103569-43140 



PA(S 2W27 * RCVD AT 4/3/2006 2:28:04 PM [Eastern Daylight rimej 1 SVR:U^>TO-EFXRF-3/18 ' DNlS:2r38300 * CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):07-26 



04-03-2006 14:31 Froni- 



T-380 P. 021/027 F-849 



35. (canceled): The m e dium of Claim 3 4 wh e r e in sold instructions for r e c e iving us e r 
supplied trade oxoGution quality pr e f e renc e information - inoludoo instructions for receiving at 
looat a s e l e cted one of a plurality of e x e cution quality parameters? 

36. (canceled): Th e m e dium of Claim 35 wh e rein said instructions for oompc ^ng 
includes instructions for comparing s tatistical m e asur e s of said at l e ast s e lect e d on e of said 
execution quality param e t e rs for each of s aid plurality of mark e t c e nt e rs. 

37. (canceled): Th e m e dium of Claim - 3 4 wher e in s aid instniotions - for - rcceivurig uaer - 
suppli e d - trad fr e x e cution - quality pr e f e renc e information includ e s: instructions for rec e iving at 
l e ast a sel e ct e d two of a plurality of ex e cution quality paramet e rs, and instructions for rec e iving 
an assign e d - r e lativo weight value for at l e ast on e of said s e l e ct e d e x e cution quality piiramotors. 

38. (canceled): Th e m e dium Qf-(5laim-3? -wherein said instructiona - for comparing 
incIudefl:4astmction s- for - oomparing statistical measurea-ofcsaid-at l e ast - two s e l e ot e d -e- x -eeafeea 
quality param e ters for e ach of said plurality of mark e t c e nt e rs; said comparison assigning gr e ater 
significanc e to r e spectiv e ones ofaaid -s oloetod^octttion - quaU^ 

assign e d relative woight value than othors - ofcakl - golootod oxocutio fi- qu a ttt i e sr 

39. (original): The medium of Claim 34 wherein said instructions for comparing includes 
instructions for selecting a respective one of said plurality of market centers having said at least 
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one statistical measure that most closely matches said user-supplied trade execution quality 
preference information. 

40. (original): The medium of Claim 34 wherein said instructions for receiving trade 
execution quality preference information is carried out concurrently with said instructions for 
receiving an order for at least one securities trade. 

41 . (original): The medium of Claim 34 wherein said instructions for receiving trade 
execution quality preference information precedes said instructions for receiving an order for at 
least one securities trade. 

42. (original): The medium of Claim 34 wherein said instructions for receiving trade 
execution quality preference information includes instructions for receiving said trade execution 
quality preference information via at least one of the Internet, an Intranet, a data network, a 
telephone network, a postal service and a courier service. 

43. (original): The medium of Claim 34 wherein said instructions for receiving an order 
includes instructions for receiving said order via at least one of the Internet, an Intranet, a data 
network, a telephone network, a postal service and a courier service. 

44. (original): The medium of Claim 34 further comprising instructions for transmitting a 
selection form to said user prior to receiving said trade execution quality preference information. 
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45. (original): The medium of Claim 34 further comprising instructions for storing said 
trade execution quality preference information, 

46. (currently amended): The medium of Claim 34 wherein said instructions for 
receiving trade execution quality preference information includes: taafrtt otiono for receiving at 
l e ast a s e l e ct e d two-ofia-pfarality of exoou ft frfrquality parametorQ,-an4 instructions for receiving 
respective assigned weight values for each of said selected execution quality parameters; and 
said medium further comprises: instructions for combining said respective assigned weight 
values to obtain a total relative weight value, and instructions for dividing each of said respective 
assigned relative weight values by said total relative weight value to obtain respective relative 
weight values for each of said selected execution quality parameters. 

47. (original): The medium of Claim 46 wherein said instructions for comparing 
includes: 

instructions for determining a plurality of average values, each corresponding to a 
respective one of said selected execution quality parameters, by averaging performance data of 
each of said selected execution quality parameters for each of a plurality of market centers; 

instructions for determining a plurality of relative strength values, each corresponding to 
a respective one of said selected execution quality parameters and to a respective one of said 
plurality of market centers, by either dividing said performance data of each of said selected 
execution quality parameters for each of said plurality of market centers by a respective one of 
said plurality of average values corresponding to said respective one of said selected execution 
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quality parameters or by dividing said respective one of said plurality of average values 
corresponding to said respective one of said selected execution quality parameters by said 
performance data of each of said selected execution quality parameters for each of said plurality 
of market centers; 

instructions for determining a plurality of weighted performance values, each 
corresponding to a respective one of said selected execution quality parameters and to a 
respective one of said plurality of market centers, by multiplying each of said plurality of relative 
strength values by corresponding ones of said respective relative weight values; 

instructions for determining a plurality of market center score values, each corresponding 
to a respective one of said plurality of market centers, by combining respective ones of said 
plurality of weighted performance values that correspond to said respective one of said plurality 
of market centers; and 

instructions for selecting said respective one of said plurality of market centers that 
corresponds to a highest one of said plurality of market center score values. 



16 

#1000796 v2 
10356<M3140 



PAGE 24/27 ' RCVD AT 4/31200$ 2:28:04 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPTO<EFXRF-3/18 ' DNIS:2738300 ' CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):07-26 



